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This week we there are three shorter teachings, and together they make a greater whole of the 
glory of the resurrection of Jesus. The three are broken up into three shorter videos ,with the 
hope that they will be easier to share to friends and family. The first one is more apologetic in 
nature. The second is the clearest of the heart of the gospel, and our need or repentance and 
forgiveness. The third looks at the fuller implications of the resurrection, and how God’s 
redemptive work in Jesus in not just for people, but the entirety of His good creation.   
 
 

Questions for Reflection & Application  

1. Were you aware of the three points made about the historical reliability of the resurrection? 
Which is most encouraging to you (1st century people would have a hard time believing 
resurrection, the beliefs they adopted were completely new to their worldview, their 
worldview changed overnight)?   Were you aware of these? How might they help you in 
conversations with others about your faith?  
 

2. How are you encouraged and challenged by the fact that you are a new creation in Jesus?  

 

3. How does the hope we have (personally, for resurrection bodies and globally with the 
renewal of all things) speak to the fears and anxiety of what is facing our world today?  

 

4. When looking at Matthew 19:27-30, and Titus 3:1-7, Paul uses the same word (regeneration, 
strongs G3824) for what happens in you through the Holy Spirit that Jesus uses for the new 
world when He returns. How does that put into perspective for you the power that is at work 
within you?   

 
 

5. Do you often think of the universal ramifications of Jesus finished work towards all of 
creation, or does it get truncated to just going to heaven when you die?  
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Sermon Manuscript  

Easter # 1- The Believability of Resurrection  

Happy Easter.  This year is certainly different than any I can ever remember. What we have 
done this year, is three shorter videos, each about 10 minutes. The three together make a fuller 
sermon, but they all three can be stand alone as well. We have done that, in the hopes that 
these are easier to share with friends and loved ones.  Each one looks at the Resurrection from 
a slightly different perspective.    

In this 1st- I want to offer a case that Jesus was physically, bodily, literally, raised from the 
Dead.  I mentioned last week in our sermon series, leading up to this- that Jesus is still to this 
day, largely regarded as the single most influential person to ever live. That is an amazing 
thought to consider.  Why is it that so many around the world today, celebrate Easter, 
confessing that Jesus has raised from the dead?  In this first part of three for Easter, I want to 
sketch for you why it is plausible to believe in the resurrection of Jesus.   

What we know from history, is there are eyewitnesses that claim to have seen the risen Jesus. 
(This doesn’t prove that Jesus rose, but it is an indisputable fact of history that many people 
claimed that they saw the risen Jesus.) The apostle Paul says he saw Jesus raised from the dead, 
and we have quite record of how Paul travelled the world boldly proclaiming this.  Paul is active 
doing so from mid 30’s AD to mid 60’s AD, starting churches, and then corresponding with 
those churches by letter. So, in 1 Corinthians, we have one of those letters to the church in 
Corinth, we have a clear example of what He has been teachng, as He says very plainly in 1 
Corinthians  15 vv 3-4:  

 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom 
are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 

Paul says here over 500 people saw him, many of them are still a live, and as he writes he is 
extending an invitation to go and ask the eyewitnesses, that is why he tells us that many are 
still alive. We see a similar line of argument in the book of Acts, which is a book that  chronicles 
the early churches spread, as Paul stands before King Agrippa & Festus  in a public trial, He says 
this in Acts 26, “ For the king knows about these things, and to him I speak boldly. For I am 
persuaded that none of these things has escaped his notice, for this has not been done in a 
corner.” He says, we are boldly spreading this news, and it’s not secret. When we read that, if 
you are at all like me, somewhat skeptical by nature, you can immediately begin to make a case 
in your mind as to why that cannot be true. Many people have and continue to do so.  
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Today, you probably start with what we know about science. Which, if we know anything, it’s 
when you die, your dead. People die all the time, every day thousands upon thousands, and 
they are not coming back to life. If they were today, someone would have a cell phone video of 
it. Doesn’t happen, never verified account. End of story.  

So we dismiss the claims, because simply put they butt up against our worldview of how we 
believe things are today. Raised from the dead?! No way. Not possible. Or maybe you have 
grown up in the church, and you do believe, but that is always something in the back of your 
mind that raises doubt. I believe in Jesus, but because of your worldview, because of what we 
know today, it can still be a struggle, causing doubts.  

Let me just sketch a quick outline, in this first part,  that says it is very reasonable to believe in 
the resurrection of Jesus.  I am going to briefly give you three things to think on. I am going to 
ask if that sparks some thoughts, maybe it helps to answer some doubts, would you reach out? 
I would love nothing more than have that conversation with you. There is much more than 
what I am going to say than can be put in this short video, so please let this be the beginning of 
a dialogue.  I want you to consider a few things, that apart from the resurrection literally 
happening, you struggle to have a good answer for.  

1. Sometimes, people dismiss this resurrection as the ones who every first believed, and then 
propagated the tale, were products of their culture, which is they are more easily taken by 
fantastical tales, they were used to myths, and the like. They don’t know what we know, 
especially in the area of science. This if often the line of reasoning, but it’s not true. In fact, in 
this culture, in the 1st century, they had reason every reason to be as skeptical, or even more 
so than we are today.  
 
When we ignore their culture, and the way they viewed things and embrace this line of 
thinking,  It’s one CS Lewis called, “chronological snobbery.” That is we are much smarter today, 
and more enlightened we would never fall for stories of resurrection, yet they easily would 
have, so I can dismiss the claims without ever considering.  

Would you consider this; what we verifiably know about ancient world (through literature and 
archeology)  in the time of Jesus.  Is that to all the dominant worldviews, an individual bodily 
resurrection was almost inconceivable. It would have been every bit as difficult for them to 
believe as it is for us today. 

Why? In Greco-Roman thinking, the soul or spirit was good and the physical and material world 
was weak, corrupt, and defiled. To them the physical was always falling apart and therefore 
salvation was conceived as liberation from the body. In this worldview resurrection was not only 
impossible, but totally undesirable, it was offensive. If you look trough ancient literature, you 
will see this confirmed at every place life after death is mentioned. 

They would have reacted just a strongly against the possibility of a bodily resurrection as we 
would today, when presented with the story of Jesus’ resurrection.    1st one.  
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2. The second objection, that I want us to consider goes something like this:  

 Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, but his followers may have had hallucinations, that they may 
have imagined him appearing to them and speaking to them.  After all they so wanted to 
believe, and they just couldn’t process his death, they began to tell stories of seeing Him alive. 
So it goes, over time, they just embellished the stories and legends, and eventually the lines 
blurred between legend and fact, and it was then passed off as true.  

This goes back to the first point, resurrection would have need to be imaginable for his 
followers, a valid option in their worldview, and it was not.  If they were going to embellish the 
truth, would it not have based on their own understanding? What followed, in the early church 
was not, there was no basis for it in their worldview at all.   

Jews just like the rest of the predominant worldviews, had no room for resurrection in the 
middle of history. They believed in a messiah that would come and bring about the end of 
civilization and make all things perfect, and those already dead would be raised to judgment. 
The only mentions of this in the OT, gave an image of a spectacular change. Like in Daniel, it 
talks about them shining like stars, in these resurrection bodies.  So, if you are going to make up 
a story, it would have had to have done so within the norms of what they knew and 
understood.  But it didn’t. Not even close. Again, this is verifiable from the sources we have, 
and want is known to factual true about the people of the time. They didn’t explain 
resurrection in any way that borrowed from any ideas that were present in their culture.  

3. Then the last one, and it is important, because we have no explanation of it, it’s 
this THEIR Worldview changes over night. This is attested, and proven. 

After the death of Jesus the entire Christian community suddenly adopted a set of beliefs that 
were brand-new and until that point had been unthinkable. This is verifiable, outside of the 
Bible, archeology proves this. People overnight, in one generation, immediately  went from not 
believing resurrection was possible, having no framework to even imagine it, to immediately 
worshipping a man as God, risen from the dead.  

As Religious scholar N. T. Wright points out, every one of these beliefs was unique in the world 
up to that time, but in every other instance that we know of, such a massive shift in thinking at 
the worldview level only happens to a group of people over a period of time.8 It ordinarily takes 
years of discussion and argument in which various thinkers and writers debate the “nature of 
the resurrection” until one side wins. That is how culture and worldviews change. 

That is not what happened here.  It is completely, and totally unprecedented in history, that a 
new understanding of resurrection, sprang up completely formed overnight. It flies in the face 
of the culture in which it was born, it demands an explanation as to why this belief took hold 
and spread the world over, to where we are still celebrating Jesus and His resurrection today.  

I believe The answer is this: The world changed overnight, because  The tomb was empty and 
Jesus was raised from the dead.  
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Happy Easter, May we love others as God has loved us.   

Easter # 2- What the Resurrection Means for You  

In this 2nd, I am going to spend time on what this means for you personally.  

In the Bible, in the NT, the Apostle Paul, who was the greatest apologist and church planter to ever live, 
says very plainly without the resurrection, Christians are to be pitied because we are wasting our time. 
The reason is, that if Christ has not been raised we are still in our sins.  There is no hope from the horror 
of death, and there is no future to look forward to. Pretty grim picture.  

Romans 8 says it this way,  Romans 8:7-8 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it 
does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

This is what the Bible says is true of all of us apart from Christ, we are spiritually dead, hostile to God. 
Let me be very direct, and frank with you for just a moment.  If you are listening today, you interested in 
Jesus, but not sure about Him, you are not clinging to Him in faith by the work He has accomplished on 
your behalf- the Bible says this is you.  You are hostile to God, because you are still in your sins.   

What that means in the simplest of terms, is that all of us are going to stand before God, and all will be 
known. Everything will be exposed, thoughts, actions, the entirety of your life. The only way you can be 
in God’s presence, to have the perfect communion with Him you were created for, is for you to be 
perfect. None of us, will be able to stand before God, blameless. Not one.  In and of ourselves were 
hopeless, and the Bible says, we shall not see life, because the wrath of God remains on us.   

God’s wrath (which is His perfect, holy, righteous anger against all that is sin) rests on you, because He 
must judge sin, or His is not perfectly just. ***HARD TIME IN CULTURE?? ***  

 YET in Jesus He has judged sin, letting Jesus take your place, and upholding God’s perfect justice, and 
His perfect love in perfect balance.   This is the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ. You are 
hopelessly lost on your own, yet He comes and does it for you, and the resurrection is proof. The wages 
of sin is death BUT the free gift of God is eternal life in Jesus, Jesus has defeated death. He gives it to 
you as a gift if you just believe, put your faith in Him.   If that is you today, here what I am saying 
because this is the very word of God.  Repent, turn from your sin, and put your faith and trust in Jesus 
and what He has done for you. It is your only hope in life and death.     

What about if you put your faith in Christ, what does what Jesus has done and the resurrection mean for 
you?  If you put your faith in Jesus, you confess, I am a sinner, I cannot do this on my own, I need a 
Savior- there are 3 things I want you to consider here.   

First, in Christ, you sins are completely, totally forgiven. I said just a moment ago, that will all stand 
before God, and be laid bare, everything exposed. That is terrifying. In Jesus, God says all your sin is 
forgiven, and removed.  The prophet Isaiah says you are cleansed- white as snow; that  your sins are as 
far from the east is to the west.  In God’s sight, you have Christ’s perfect righteousness given to you.  He 
became sin on your behalf, and now you He gives you His perfect righteousness by grace through faith. 
You are now united with Jesus, and His perfect life on your behalf. The moment you put your faith in 
Christ, you trust are forgiven, and you are in the fulness of the love of the relationship you were created 
for. In Christ you are a loved immediately perfectly, fully, completely, God loves you as much as He will 
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ever love you.  This is wonderful news. I think we could stop and focus on that truth for the rest of our 
lives, and we would not even begin to fathom the fullness of the beauty of God’s love for us in Jesus.   

2nd, You are a new creation, and God begins to transform you from one degree of glory into fulness of 
what you were created to be.   

You were dead in your trespasses and sins, but NOW, He has ‘made us alive together with Christ- by 
grace you have been saved- and raised up with him and seated us with Him in the heavenly places with 
Christ Jesus, you are a new creation. At faith, God gives you, His very presence and person in the Holy 
Spirit, an imperishable seed. That seed will grow into the fulness of what God has created you to be.  

Although we are new, we still live in this world.  This world, as it says in Romans 8, that is groaning under 
the weight of sin that is subjected to futility that is under a bondage to corruption.  We are still a part of 
this sinful world, in our broken, groaning bodies.  Our sinful ways, are still present in us, and still fighting 
against this new creation that we now have.   

Being a Christian doesn’t suddenly make you perfect, as evidenced by every Christian ever.  

So, although we are now made spiritually alive, we still have a lot of baggage and things to deal with and 
let go of, to follow Christ completely.  We now have the means to do so, not because of anything in us, 
but because of His Spirit at work, regenerating, bringing us to life.  Yet the both are there, the shell of 
the old sinful life, the remnants of that, yet God’s Spirit is breaking through in us, pointing us more fully 
to Jesus, and bringing us ever closer in our walk with God.  God is faithful to finish what He started, as 
He continues to love us, correct us, teach us, and guide us. There is a wonderful new life, as God gives 
you a new way of seeing everything. You stand by grace, and you get to now live by grace. In Jesus, you 
have not been given what you deserve, but infinitely better, so Christ in you, begins to shape and mold 
you to do the same.   

1st, you are completely forgiven and loved perfectly. 2nd, you are a new creation that God is working in 
and through you to become the fulness of what He has created you to be.   

3rd, We have hope.  

In the Bible, the idea of hope, the way we often refer to it in our culture. When we say hope, we say 
things like, “I hope that works out for you.” What we mean, is we are not sure, but maybe it will. The 
bible the idea of hope, is a confident assurance in what is to come. This is a certainty because of Jesus, 
His finished work through his life, death, and bodily resurrection of the glorious future that we have. The 
resurrection is the proof that gives us this assurance.  

That future, is both now in this life, as God continues to remake us, shape, mold, teach, encourage, give 
us purpose and meaning. Also in the future, as we will all inevitably face death.   

In 1 Cor. 15, one of my very favorite passages in all the Bible. Paul says that because of the resurrection, 
and the hope we now have, that death will not be able to count a victory. At the end of the chapter he 
mocks death, he says, “O, Death where is your victory, O death, where if your sting?” He mocks it, 
because He says in death, the imperishable send that God deposits in His spirit, will give to full bloom 
the glory of everything you were made to be. You will go from perishable, to imperishable. You will go 
from mortal, to immortal.  Say this reason is, the sting of death is sin, but thanks be to God, who has 
given us victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
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I Jesus, the best is yet to come, in this life and in the next. God is redeeming the entirety of His good 
creation.  It all hinges on the finished work of Jesus Christ, His resurrection is the greatest news ever.   

Happy Easter, may God continue to draw you to a deeper relationship with HIim.   

 

 

Easter # 3 The Regeneration of All Things  

Happy Easter. Doing something a different this year, as everything is different this year, but that doesn’t 
change the glory of Easter and what we celebrate. This is the 3rd of 3 shorter teachings we made for 
Easter. We also put together many past sermons from Easter, with a whole hosts of resources, you can 
check that out at cotachurch.com  
 
In the 1st section, I made a case for the plausibility of the resurrection.  In the 2nd, we looked at what 
Jesus’ resurrection means personally for each one of us.  In this 3rd, I want to consider what the 
resurrection means for the entirety of the cosmos, for all of creation.  
 
Often times, when I think about Easter, especially growing up in the church, the scope of what Jesus had 
done often becomes very narrow. It, and I would add for some very good reason, gets condensed to you 
get to go to heaven when you die. Jesus does for us, what we could never do for ourselves, by grace 
through faith in His finished work, we will be accepted into eternal glory. This is true, and it is glorious 
beyond our wildest imagination. When we collapse it to just this, we miss the much fuller and more 
beautiful picture of what God has for us in Jesus, and the implications for now in this life (which we 
touched on in the part 2), but also the fulness of the good news of God’s redemption for not just us 
personally but the entirety of His good creation.   
 
So, in the resurrection of Jesus, we see new life, that defeats sin and death Listen to the way Paul says in 
Titus 3:  
 
we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, 
passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another.  4 But when the goodness 
and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7  
 
In Jesus, we have a new way of living, in Him and through Him by what Jesus has done for us, we are a 
new creation. We were once under the bondage of sin (seeing ourselves as the center of our lives), but 
in Jesus, you know have new life. He says you have the fruit that now leads to sanctification, and its ends 
eternal life. New life is bursting forth, and  just as Jesus was raised, so we are in Him, and is breaking into 
this life.   
 
Jesus saved us by His grace, His doing on our behalf, then says there is  washing of regeneration and 
renewal of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit comes in and is making us news. The word used there regeneration, 
is paligenessia, which means re-creation, remaking, restoring things to their pristine state. A Jew in the 
1st century, this word would have been pregnant with meaning. All things set to rights, all things 
returned to their perfect state- the way they were before sin entered the world. This doesn’t do it near 
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justice, but think about a new car or a new house. When they have been unlived in, everything smells 
new, everything is free from dirt and scratches, and the wear and tear of life. Paligenessia is that putting 
back to that pristine, new condition.   
 
Now as it pertains to all of creation, when man sinned, that is rebelled or ignored God in his world, sin 
entered the world, it not only put a chasm between God and man, as our sin separated us from perfect 
communion with a holy, righteous God- it marred all of creation, all things are now out of balance. In 
Romans 8, Paul says all of creation is groaning under the weight of sin. Longing to be set free from this 
bondage.  It’s longing for palligenesia- regeneration- to be made new.   
 
The goodness of what Jesus has done, is that we personally can have a relationship with him now (which 
was part 2), but ALSO that God is going go remake the entirety of His good creation.  It’s all going to be 
set free.  
In Matthew 19, Peter asks Jesus what their future holds, as they have left everything to follow Him. 
Jesus says, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world,[b] when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, 
you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And 
everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my 
name's sake, will receive a hundredfold[c] and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be 
last, and the last first.” 
 
Jesus says there is that when he returns, when the sone of Man sits on His glorious throne, when the 
fulness of His redemption is revealed.  it will be in the regeneration. The palligenesia. The new world, set 
to rights, where everything as it should be. The hope of the resurrection of Jesus is certainly personal, 
certainly we can know and love the creator God of universe and live in perfect communion with Him. 
Also, the remaking of all things.   
 
We live in a fallen sinful world, it is breaking down. We see this clearly all around us.  There is pollution, 
there is storms that bring catastrophes, there is extremes of location and weather, there is disease and 
viruses. We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of sin, and its effects are everywhere we 
look. What Jesus resurrection means is that new life is dawning, and all things are going to be set right.   
 
In Romans 8, the Apostle Paul talks about the glory of what is to come:  
 
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to 
be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For 
the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in 
hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of 
the glory of the children of God. 
 
By what Jesus has done in the resurrection, God is going to regenerate all of creation, and it is going to 
be with such a force and magnitude, what we have gone through in this life, will be incomparable to 
what is to come. That means no more disease, no more death, no more social distancing because of 
deadly viruses.  It will all be made new, and it’s all because of what Jesus has done.  
 
What about now? If that is what is coming, if that is the promise of the resurrection,  how do we then 
live now?  
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Sometimes, sadly, I see those that claim to be Christians, live with an almost indifference to this world, 
and the problems of it. I have even heard it said at different times, we don’t need to be worried about 
the world falling apart, Jesus is coming back, to set things right. Is that how we respond, in light of the 
glorious future that is coming?    
 
As the end of 1 Corinthians 15, Paul has just laid out one of the most beautiful, hope- filled pictures of 
what is to come. He says, that the mortal will put on immortality, the perishable will put on the 
imperishable. Death will be no more- so thanks be to God, who gives us victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. .. AND then He says,  
 
Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 
 
This is what is coming, so get to work. There is a wonderful connection, I want to make sure you see- 
that is all because of the resurrection of Jesus.  Mt. 19, Jesus says in the regeneration- the palligenesia- 
all things will be pristine, new.  Titus 3, Paul says that regeneration, has already begun, the same power 
and glory that is going to remake all things in Christ’s return, is in you and with you.  
 
You have choice, you can sit on your hands and wait out the clock, until Jesus returns. I am secure in 
Jesus. Or you have the opportunity, and privilege to get to work seeking to show what His glorious 
Kingdom will be like now. Now, we will never fully accomplish this, or make the world perfect in and of 
ourselves, but you will never regret abounding in the work of the Lord, and it will never be in vain.   
 
I’ll end with this.  Years ago when my two oldest sons were maybe 3 and 4, I was painting a bedroom. 
They begged me to help. You can imagine, that is probably not going to be a great help, 3 and 4 year 
olds are not great at painting. They were so excited, so, I let them. I put them in the corner of the room 
with a drop cloth, put my old t-shirts on them to cover them up, and set them to work on this one 
corner. I went of painting the rest of the room. Took a couple hours to paint the whole thing. They 
painted on that corner the whole time, they laughed, they giggled, they thanked me repeatedly for 
letting them help. I finished the whole room and go to their little 3’x3’ section (after all that is all they 
could reach) and I said- ok mover over guys. I rolled right over it. We finished the room. In many ways 
that is what God’s new world, the paligennesia will be like. He is the one who is doing the work, and He 
doesn’t need us. He chooses to use us, the make know His glory. We get to be part, by the power at 
work within us, purchased at the greatest cost, and you will never regret giving your life to making His 
glory known.   
 
Happy Easter- Go and love God and love people, the way He has loved us.   

 


